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Introduction
South East Europe has a millennia-old history and culture. Being the crossroads of civilizations and
religions throughout the centuries, the region has been acting as a natural link between the East and the West.
This accounts for the wealth of its cultural heritage. The region boasts remarkable cultural treasures with
unique identity. 54 among them are world heritage. Its cultural integrity is unique, pointing back to common
historical roots, intrinsic links and mutual influences. The cultural and historical heritage that has survived
highlights distinct cultural corridors, dating back hundreds and thousands of years. These are the axes of
age-old cultural and economic links in the region that have been preserved until this day. They include both
the tangible and intangible cultural and historical heritage of the countries and peoples living in this part of
Europe. Today, they are among the strongest bonds between our nations as well as being the living
memory of the local civilizations.
These cultural corridors recognize no borders. They start from the Adriatic, run through several
countries and end up at the Black Sea. Or, they start from the Mediterranean and reach the Carpathians.
Others run parallel to the Danube River. The corridors date back to various ages and have been created by
various civilizations. Whatever their origin, they are here in our lands, they are our most precious heritage
and we can and must use them to present ourselves to the world as one of the cradles of world
civilization.
In recent years the cultural corridors started to be regarded as a unique cultural phenomenon,
affording new political, economic and social opportunities for the development of countries in the region.
On the one hand, they represent a system of cultural values and historical links born of the cultural exchange
and dialogue among countries in the region. On the other hand, they could be packaged as a complete
cultural and tourist product, combining the cultural values with the tourist, transport and information
infrastructure.
However, the present state of the cultural heritage in the region is disturbing because of its
fragmentation within the closed national and local systems, rather than being seen in the existing
trans-national cultural corridors. In most cases this unique cultural heritage linked together in clearly visible
cultural corridors is vaguely known in Europe, in the world and even in the region itself. There has been a
deficit of effective regional cooperation for a coordinated protection and use of the existing cultural resource.
Considering this, the countries of the region are becoming increasingly aware of the need for joint
efforts to reveal, conserve, use sustainably and promote the rich cultural heritage of South East Europe, as
well as to build a modern regional system for cultural tourism, integrated in the European system. This is a
way to use the potential of the cultural heritage for the purposes of a sustainable regional development. This
can only be done through concerted actions by all stake-holders: politicians, experts, business people and
the broad public.
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The Cultural Itineraries in South East Europe Project
This was the thinking that prompted ICOMOS-Bulgaria to launch in 1999 the transnational project
Cultural Itineraries of South East Europe within the framework of the Council of Europe-led campaign
Europe, a common heritage and with the financial assistance of: the Program PFARE BG 9606 - the Fund for
development of arts for supporting Bulgarian culture; the King Baudouin Foundation; “Open Society”
Foundation - “East-East” Program; govermental institutions and non-govermental organisations from South
East Europe. A network of nearly 50 experts from all ten countries was created for the needs of the
project - Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece, Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia, FR
Yugoslavia, Turkey and Croatia. In a little more than a year, these experts, with chief coordinator Professor
Todor Krestev, working on a voluntary basis and using a common methodology developed a data base and
electronic maps of the national cultural itineraries in their own countries. The data they collected have been
summarized by ICOMOS- Bulgaria in six maps of the regional cultural heritage in South East Europe,
presented in annexes 1-6 (www.culture-routes.lu/cisee/). The study has received the special award European
Heritage Days 2000, a joint initiative of the Council of Europe and the EU, and the 2002 Grand Prix of the
Delegation of the European Commission in Bulgaria.

The Initiative of the Bulgarian President Georgi Parvanov
At the regional forum on the DIALOGUE AMONG CIVILIZATIONS held in Ohrid in 2003 the Bulgarian
President Georgi Parvanov drew his colleagues’ attention to this project. Considering the vast potential of the
cultural corridors for the future development of South East Europe President Parvanov proposed the holding
in Bulgaria of a Regional forum of heads of state from South East Europe. The forum is to be dedicated to
the rich cultural heritage of the region. In their final document the participants in the Ohrid forum backed
the Bulgarian President’s proposal.
Later, in November in Paris UNESCO Director General Koichiro Matsuura committed the Organization
to acting as co-organizer of the forum, together with Bulgaria and agreed to share the patronage of the above
event together with the Bulgarian President. After consultations with representatives of UNESCO the theme
of the forum was decided to be: CULTURAL CORRIDORS IN SOUTH EAST EUROPE – common past and
shared heritage future, a key to future partnership.
The Council of Europe in its turn has subscribed to the idea of the cultural corridors in South East
Europe, whereby its Secretary General Terry Davis has also committed himself to giving his patronage and
contributing to the organization of the Forum. As a key regional organization in the field of cultural heritage
in Europe, the Council of Europe could be a very useful partner in consolidating the political goals of the
Conference, especially those pertaining to the sustainable development and regional cohesion, in line with
the objectives of the Regional Program for Cultural and Natural Heritage of South East Europe, a joint project
with the European Union.
In his meeting with the Bulgarian President on November 29, 2004, the President of the EC Jose
Manuel Barrosso also subscribed fully to the idea of the Forum and expressed his readiness to contribute to
its preparation and holding.
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The main objectives of the Varna Forum will be, as follows:
 To map out concrete steps for protecting and promoting the specific and unique nature of
the cultural heritage of South East Europe as a crossroads of civilizations and religions and a bridge for
the opening up and integrating the region in the common European space;
 To bring to the knowledge of Europe and the world the remarkably rich cultural heritage
of South East Europe, so as to display the little known image of the region as a cradle of the European
and world civilization;
 To identify the ways toward a sustainable use of the cultural heritage of South East Europe
as a specific resource for economic and social development and integration of the countries in the
region;
 To promote the indivisible and integral nature of the cultural heritage of South East Europe
as a basis for overcoming national, ethnic and religious divisions, boosting the sense of regional
identity and responsibility for the promotion of regional self-confidence and pride.

What will be the concrete result of the Forum?
The concrete result will be the Declaration on the Guidelines for revealing, conserving, using
sustainably and promoting the cultural corridors in South East Europe that is to be discussed and
adopted by the heads of state of the countries in the region. By this Declaration the politicians are to give the
experts of the region a mandate to draft a Plan of Action that could be approved at a regional forum of
experts to be organized in the autumn of 2005 or in early 2006.

It will be a joint political and expert forum that will proceed as a direct
dialogue of politicians and experts at a common round table:
 The political format of the Forum will include: the heads of state/government of Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece, Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia, Serbia and Montenegro, Turkey
and Croatia (in format 1+1+3), the Director General of UNESCO (in format 1+3), the Secretary General
of the Council of Europe (in format 1+3), the President of the European Commission (in format 1+2) and
the commissioners for enlargement and culture (in format 1+1), the Prime Minister of Luxembourg as
the EC President in office (in format 1+2), the ICOMOS President (in format 1+1), the members of the
Honorary Committee (in format 1+1) and the ministers of culture of neighboring countries in the region
(in format 1+1);
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 The expert group will include two experts each (one on cultural and historical heritage and
one of cultural tourism) from the host country, UNESCO, the Council of Europe, the European
Commission and ICOMOS. The ten experts are to form an Expert Working Group that is to be coordinated
by the host country. Its task will be to draft the Declaration in the months remaining before the Forum.
The preliminary Draft Declaration should be ready by 31 March 2005, in order to be presented
immediately afterwards for consultations and approval by the heads of states’ political offices. Taking into
account the feedback from the countries of the region received by 30 April 2005 the Expert Working Group
should draft the final version of the document that is to be submitted for discussion and adoption during the
forum.

Parallel Events:
 A Regional Expert Network on the cultural corridors in South East Europe is to be
constituted in the end of the first day of the Forum;
 A Multimedia Exhibition of the World Heritage of South East Europe is to be staged during the
Forum. It will present the integral image of the region by the 54 world heritage sites and the 160 valuable
attractions supervised under the Regional Program of the Council of Europe and the European Union, as well
as the monuments selected by the ICOMOS Program Heritage & Risk;
 A concert presenting the intangible cultural heritage of the countries of the region is also to take
place during the Forum.

The Forum will be held on 20 - 21 in May 2005 in the Riviera resort at Golden
Sands, Varna, with the following preliminary agenda:
19 May 2005 - Thursday :
Afternoon:

Arrival of the participants in the Forum

20 May 2005 - Friday:
10.30 – 11.00 Official opening
11.00 – 12.00 Multimedia presentation of the cultural corridors in South East Europe and some pilot
projects for cultural tourism on the territory of Bulgaria (Annexes 7 through 18)
12.00 – 12.30 Presentation of the Draft Declaration on the Guidelines
13.00 – 14.30 Lunch hosted by the UNESCO Director General Mr. Koichiro Matsuura for the Forum
participants
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15.00 - 17.00
17.00 – 17.30
19.00 – 22.30
21.00 – 23.00

Discussing the Draft Declaration on the Guidelines
Formal launch of the Regional Expert Network on the cultural corridors in South East Europe
A concert presenting the intangible cultural heritage of the region
Official dinner hosted by the Bulgarian President Georgi Parvanov for the Forum participants

21 May 2005 - Saturday:
10.00 – 10.30
10.30 – 11.00
12.00 – 12.30
13.00 – 14.30
15.00 – 17.00
After 17.00

Reporting on and adoption of the Declaration
General Press Conference
Opening the multimedia exhibition of the World Heritage of South East Europe
Lunch hosted by the Mayor of Varna Municipality for all participants
Visit to cultural and historical heritage sites in Varna
Departure of participants in the Forum

English will be the working language of the Forum but the heads of state/government can speak
their national language.
The heads of state/government may be accompanied by their spouses. The costs of the stay in
Bulgaria of all officially invited participants together with their accompanying persons according to the
above formats will be covered by the Forum Organizers.
Each country of the region may send to the Forum up to 10 national media representatives who
pay themselves for their stay in Bulgaria.

Follow-up to the Varna Forum:
 A regional forum of experts on cultural corridors in South East Europe to be held in late 2005
or early 2006. On the grounds of the Declaration adopted by the Varna Forum it is to discuss and
endorse a Plan of Action for revealing, using sustainably and promoting the cultural corridors
in SEE;
 To create a regional Resource Centre for cultural itineraries in Bulgaria to serve as
Headquarters of the Regional Expert Network;
 To create and maintain a data base on the cultural heritage in the region and electronic
maps on the cultural corridors in SEE;


To compile a tourist guidebook entitled Cultural Itineraries in SEE ;



To create an Internet page on Virtual cultural itineraries of SEE;



To design promotion multimedia products Virtual cultural itineraries of SEE.
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For more information on the preparation and holding of the Varna Forum:
Mr. Nikolas Karadimov - Foreign Policy Secretary to the President of the Republic of Bulgaria:
tel.: +359 2/9239177, Mobile: +359 887 990 746, e-mail address: nikar@president.bg - on the aims and
objectives of the Forum and the drafting of the Declaration;
Mrs. Boyka Bashlieva - Press Secretary to the President of the Republic of Bulgaria, tel.: +359 2/9239162,
Mobile: +359 887 757 301, e-mail: press@president.bg – media coverage of the Forum;
Mr. Atanas Pavlov - Director of the President’s Protocol: tel.: +359 2/9239236, Mobile: +359 887 740 448,
e-mail: apavlov@president.bg – on any protocol-related matter.

This brochure can be found on the following web site: www.president.bg

Sofia, January 2005
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ANNEXES

Annex 1:
Annex 2:
Annex 3:
Annex 4:
Annex 5:
Annex 6:
Annex 7:
Annex 8:
Annex 9:
Annex 10:
Annex 11:
Annex 12:
Annex 13:
Annex 14:
Annex 15:
Annex 16:
Annex 17:
Annex 18:

General scheme of the territorial cultural itineraries
Cultural itineraries on a specific subject - archeological sites
Cultural itineraries on a specific subject - fortresses
Cultural route on a specific subject - monasteries and religious centres
Cultural itineraries on a specific subject - vernacular architecture
Cultural itineraries on a specific subject – world heritage
Cultural route “Going Back Millennia”- development of the cultural route network in
Southeastern Europe
Cultural route “Going Back Millennia”- connections with the tourist streams
Development on regional level - cultural route “Going Back Millennia”
Cultural route “Going Back Millennia” - development along the axis of transport
corridor No. 9
Cultural route “Going Back Millennia” - cultural potential of the region
Cultural route “Going Back Millennia”- structure
Cultural route “Rhodope Holy Mountain” - general territory structure of the
cultural route
Cultural route “Rhodope Holy Mountain” - zone I - “Asenovgrad - the sacred gate
of Rhodopes”
Cultural route “Rhodope Holy Mountain” - zone II - “The road to the monastery”
Cultural route “Rhodope Holy Mountain” - zone III - “The monastery and the nature”
Cultural route “Rhodope Holy Mountain” – zone IV – “The Holy Places”
Cultural route “Rhodope Holy Mountain” - preliminary sketch of a cultural route
through the historical road of the religious procession from the Bachkovski
monastery to the place Kluviata”
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